


AT: Safety
Safety concerns do not apply to SMRs.
Loudermilk 11 (Micah J., Research Associate for the Energy & Environmental Security Policy program with the Institute for National Strategic Studies at National Defense University, Contracted through ASE Inc, Small Nuclear Reactors and US Energy Security: Concepts, Capabilities, and Costs, May 31st, http://www.ensec.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=314:small-nuclear-reactors-and-us-energy-security-concepts-capabilities-and-costs&catid=116:content0411&Itemid=375)

Promoting safer nuclear power
The debate over nuclear energy over the years has consistently revolved around the central question “Is nuclear power safe?” Certainly, the events at Fukushima illustrate that nuclear power can be unsafe, however, no energy source is without its own set of some inherent risks on the safety front—as last year’s oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico or the long-term environmental consequences of fossil fuel use demonstrate—and nuclear power’s operating record remains significantly above that of other energy sources. Instead, accepting the role that nuclear energy plays in global electricity generation, especially in a clean-energy environment, a more pointed question to ask is “How can nuclear power be made safer?”
Although large reactors possess a stellar safety record throughout their history of operation, SMRs are able to take safety several steps further, in large part due to their small size. Due to simpler designs as a result of advancing technology and a heavy reliance on passive safety features, many problems plaguing larger and earlier generations of reactors are completely averted. Simpler designs mean less moving parts, less potential points of failure or accident, and fewer systems for operators to monitor. Additionally, small reactor designs incorporate passive safety mechanisms, which rely on the laws of nature—such as gravity and convection—as opposed to human-built systems requiring external power to safeguard the reactor in the event of an accident, making the reactor inherently safer.
Furthermore, numerous small reactor concepts incorporate other elements—such as liquid sodium—as coolants instead of the pressurized water used in large reactors today. While sodium is a more efficient heat-transfer material, it is also able to cool the reactor core at normal atmospheric pressure, whereas water which must be pressurized at 100-150 times normal to prevent it boiling away. As an additional passive safety feature, sodium’s boiling point is 575-750 degrees higher than the reactor’s operating temperature, providing an immense natural heat sink in the event that the reactor overheats. Even should an accident occur, without a pressurized reactor no radiation would be released into the surrounding environment.
Even on the most basic level, small reactors provide a greater degree of security by merit of providing lower energy output and using less nuclear fuel. To make up for the loss in individual reactor generating capacity, small reactors are generally designed as scalable units, enabling the siting of multiple units in one location to rival the output capacity of a large nuclear plant. However, with each reactor housed independently and powering its own steam turbine, an accident affecting one reactor would be limited to that individual reactor.



AT: o/v
Bostrom concludes US—Russia war won’t cause extinction
Bostrom 7 [Nick, Ph.D. Professor of Applied Ethics at Oxford University, and the Director of the Oxford Future of Humanity Institute, “The Future of Humanity”, No specific date 2007, http://www.fhi.ox.ac.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/10222/future_of_humanity.pdf]
Extinction risks constitute an especially severe subset of what could go badly wrong for humanity. There are many possible global catastrophes that would cause immense worldwide damage, maybe even the collapse of modern civilization, yet fall short of terminating the human species. An all-out nuclear war between Russia and the United States might be an example of a global catastrophe that would be unlikely to result in extinction. A terrible pandemic with high virulence and 100% mortality rate among infected individuals might be another example: if some groups of humans could successfully quarantine themselves before being exposed, human extinction could be avoided even if, say, 95% or more of the world’s population succumbed. What distinguishes extinction and other existential catastrophes is that a comeback is impossible. A non-existential disaster causing the breakdown of global civilization is, from the perspective of humanity as a whole, a potentially recoverable setback: a giant massacre for man, a small misstep for mankind.



Can’t/Won’t Bash
Won’t bash on day 1 – just rhetoric – industry insiders agree
CHINA DAILY  8 – 29 – 12  Zhang Yuwei in Tampa (China Daily), Romney's stance on China debated, By http://usa.chinadaily.com.cn/epaper/2012-08/29/content_15715636.htm

John Engler, a former Michigan governor and now president of the pro-trade Business Roundtable, said on Tuesday that the US must contend with other aspects of trade policy, including free-trade agreements with other countries. Currency undervaluation is "not just a China problem", he said.
"China is exacerbated because of the size of the trade volume that flows back and forth," Engler said during a panel discussion on trade inside the convention arena.
Romney has vowed several times during the campaign that he would label China a "currency manipulator" on his first day in office if he's elected.
Participants on the panel, which was organized by financial-news provider Bloomberg LP and the convention's Tampa Bay Host Committee, questioned that pledge, however. Several said Romney either wouldn't attempt to make such a move immediately as president or, more likely, that it's merely "campaign rhetoric".
"It would be a delicate challenge for the Romney administration," said Engler, adding that there are "many other urgent issues" than this. He wouldn't rule out that Obama's would-be successor might "look at" the idea once in office.
Romney won’t bash china
THE HILL  8 – 28 – 12  [Roundtable chief: Romney won’t rush to mark China as ‘currency manipulator’, http://thehill.com/blogs/on-the-money/1005-trade/246165-brts-engler-says-romney-will-wait-to-mark-china-a-currency-manipulator-]

The head of a group of chief executives does not expect Republican presidential candidate Mitt Romney to label China as a currency manipulator the first day he takes office. 
John Engler, president of the Business Roundtable, said Tuesday morning that the issue would be a "delicate challenge" for a Romney administration and that he would likely more closely examine the issue before moving forward. 
"I personally don't think this will be the first thing they tackle because there are so many other urgent issues," Engler said, according to a video of a breakfast discussion at the Republican National Convention in Tampa, Fla., sponsored by Bloomberg and the Tampa Bay Host Committee.
Engler said Romney would have to go through a process that would probably make it impossible for the Treasury Department to designate China as a currency manipulator on his first day in office. 
He also urged action on extending permanent normal trade relations to Russia, which joined the World Trade Organization on Aug. 22. 
"We need to act because Russia is in the WTO," he said. "They've said they're not enforcing duties right away but that hangs there and if you're trying to do long-term deals you sort of need to get that resolved with a modernization of Jackson-Vanik."
Engler also called for more talks with Canada and Mexico to improve the North American Free Trade Agreement as well as to "do something creative" with countries like Brazil in Latin America to bring them into the Trans-Pacific Partnership. 
On the China front, Engler said while their currency has gradually appreciated in relationship to the dollar during the past few years, there is finally more international pressure, including from the cash-strapped European Union, to convince China to allow their currency to increase at a faster rate. 
He also pointed out that currency manipulation in China is exacerbated by the sheer trade volume of flows back and forth to the nation. 
Romney has criticized the Obama administration for not labeling China a currency manipulator and has said he would sign an executive order on the first day of his administration doing exactly that.
Instead, Engler said, the theft of intellectual property in China is "for many a much greater concern." 
"If you lose a market because they took your product then that's a big deal."
On Monday, Lael Brainard, the Treasury Department's under secretary for International Affairs, who is heading to Moscow this week for trade talks, said U.S. officials will continue to press the Chinese government for a faster pace of appreciating currency, including "more progress on a market-orientated exchange rate."  
The U.S.-China Business Council (USCBC) has said that it is less concerned with the currency issue because, during the past several years, it has been proven that the exchange doesn't affect the trade balance between the two nations. 


AT: Asia
Cimbala turns—asia prolif

No Asia wars -- international organizations and stability. 
Desker, ‘8 
[Barry, Dean of the S Rajaratnam School of International Studies, At the IISS-JIIA Conference 2-4 June 2008, “Why War is Unlikely in Asia: Facing the Challenge from China”, http://www.iiss.org/conferences/asias-strategic-challenges-in-search-of-a-common-agenda/conference-papers/why-war-in-asia-remains-unlikely-barry-desker/]

War in Asia is thinkable but it is unlikely.  The Asia-Pacific region can, paradoxically, be regarded as a zone both of relative insecurity and of relative strategic stability.  On the one hand, the region contains some of the world’s most significant flashpoints – the Korean peninsula, the Taiwan Strait, the Siachen glacier – where tensions between nations could escalate to the point of resulting in a major war.  The region is replete with border issues, the site of acts of terrorism (the Bali bombings, Manila superferry bombing, Kashmir, etc.), and it is an area of overlapping maritime claims (the Spratly Islands, Diaoyutai islands, etc).  Finally, the Asia-Pacific is an area of strategic significance, sitting astride key sea lines of communication (SLOCS) and important chokepoints.  Nevertheless, the Asia-Pacific region is more stable than one might believe.  Separatism remains a challenge but the break-up of states is unlikely.  Terrorism is a nuisance but its impact is contained.  The North Korean nuclear issue, while not fully resolved, is at least moving toward a conclusion with the likely denuclearization of the peninsula.  Tensions between China and Taiwan, while always just beneath the surface, seem unlikely to erupt in open conflict (especially after the KMT victories in Taiwan).  The region also possesses significant multilateral structures such as the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) forum, the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO), the nascent Six Party Talks forum and, in particular, ASEAN, and institutions such as the EAs, ASEAN + 3, ARF  which ASEAN has conceived.  Although the United States has been the hegemon in the Asia-Pacific since the end of World War II, it will probably not remain the dominant presence in the region over the next 25 years.  A rising China will pose the critical foreign policy challenge, probably more difficult than the challenge posed by the Soviet Union during the Cold War.  This development will lead to the most profound change in the strategic environment of the Asia-Pacific.  On the other hand, the rise of China does not automatically mean that conflict is more likely.  First, the emergence of a more assertive China does not mean a more aggressive China.  Beijing appears content to press its claims peacefully (if forcefully), through existing avenues and institutions of international relations.  Second, when we look more closely at the Chinese military buildup, we find that there may be less than some might have us believe, and that the Chinese war machine is not quite as threatening – as some might argue.  Instead of Washington perspectives shaping Asia-Pacific affairs, the rise of China is likely to see a new paradigm in international affairs – the “Beijing Consensus” – founded on the leadership role of the authoritarian party state, a technocratic approach to governance, the significance of social rights and obligations, a reassertion of the principles of national sovereignty and non-interference, coupled with support for freer markets and stronger regional and international institutions.  The emphasis is on good governance.  Japan fits easily in this paradigm.  Just as Western dominance in the past century led to Western ideas shaping international institutions and global values, Asian leaders and Asian thinkers will increasingly participate in and shape the global discourse, whether it is on the role of international institutions, the rules governing international trade or the doctrines which under-gird responses to humanitarian crises.  An emerging Beijing Consensus is not premised on the rise of the ‘East’ and decline of the ‘West’, as sometimes seemed to be the sub-text of the earlier Asian values debate.  I do not share the triumphalism of my friends Kishore Mahbubani and Tommy Koh.  However, like the Asian values debate, this new debate reflects alternative philosophical traditions.  The issue is the appropriate balance between the rights of the individual and those of the state.  This debate will highlight the shared identity and shared values between China and the states in the region.  I do not agree with those in the US who argue that Sino-US competition will result in “intense security competition with considerable potential for war” in which most of China’s neighbours “will join with the United States to contain China’s power.”[1]  These shared values are likely to reduce the risk of conflict and result in regional pressure for an accommodation with China and the adoption of policies of engagement with China, rather than confrontation with an emerging China.  China is increasingly economically inter-dependent, part of a network of over-lapping cooperative regional institutions.  In Asia, the focus is on economic growth and facilitating China’s integration into regional and global affairs.  An interesting feature is that in China’s interactions with states in the region, China is beginning to be interested in issues of proper governance, the development of domestic institutions and the strengthening of regional institutional mechanisms.  Chinese policy is not unchanging, even on the issue of sovereignty.  For example, there has been an evolution in Chinese thinking on the question of freedom of passage through the Straits of Malacca and Singapore.  While China supported the claims of the littoral states to sovereign control over the Straits when the Law of the Sea Convention was concluded in 1982, China’s increasing dependence on imported oil shipped through the Straits has led to a shift in favour of burden-sharing, the recognition of the rights of user states and the need for cooperation between littoral states and user states.  Engagement as part of global and regional institutions has resulted in revisions to China’s earlier advocacy of strict non-intervention and non-interference.  Recent Chinese support for global initiatives in peace-keeping, disaster relief, counter-terrorism, nuclear non-proliferation and anti-drug trafficking, its lack of resort to the use of its veto as a permanent member of the UN Security Council and its active role within the World Trade Organisation participation in global institutions can be influential in shaping perceptions of a rising China.  Beijing has greatly lowered the tone and rhetoric of its strategic competition with the United States, actions which have gone a long way toward reassuring the countries of Southeast Asia of China’s sincerity in pursuing a non-confrontational foreign and security strategy.  Beijing’s approach is significant as most Southeast Asian states prefer not to have to choose between alignment with the US and alignment with China and have adopted ‘hedging’ strategies in their relationships with the two powers.  Beijing now adopts a more subtle approach towards the United States: not directly challenging US leadership in Asia, partnering with Washington where the two countries have shared interests, and, above all, promoting multilateral security processes that, in turn, constrain US power, influence and hegemony in the Asia-Pacific.  The People’s Liberation Army (PLA) is certainly in the midst of perhaps the most ambitious upgrading of its combat capabilities since the early 1960s, and it is adding both quantitatively and qualitatively to its arsenal of military equipment.  Its current national defence doctrine is centered on the ability to fight “Limited Local Wars”.  PLA operations emphasize preemption, surprise, and shock value, given that the earliest stages of conflict may be crucial to the outcome of a war.  The PLA has increasingly pursued the acquisition of weapons for asymmetric warfare.  The PLA mimics the United States in terms of the ambition and scope of its transformational efforts – and therefore challenges the U.S. military at its own game.  Nevertheless, we should note that China, despite a “deliberate and focused course of military modernization,” is still at least two decades behind the United States in terms of defence capabilities and technology.  There is very little evidence that the Chinese military is engaged in an RMA-like overhaul of its organizational or institutional structures.  While the Chinese military is certainly acquiring new and better equipment, its RMA-related activities are embryonic and equipment upgrades by themselves do not constitute an RMA.  China’s current military buildup is still more indicative of a process of evolutionary, steady-state, and sustaining – rather than disruptive or revolutionary – innovation and change.  In conclusion, war in the Asia-Pacific is unlikely but the emergence of East Asia, especially China, will require adjustments by the West, just as Asian societies have had to adjust to Western norms and values during the American century.  The challenge for liberal democracies like the United States will be to embark on a course of self-restraint.
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